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Euthyphro 2a–11a1 
 
General Remark. The following questions are intended to guide your reading and 
hence prepare you for the discussion in class. For credit, you can write up your 
answers from five worksheets like this one. A few sentences are enough: your 
answers should be as short as possible and only as elaborate as necessary. The 
questions with an asterisk (*) are optional. 
 
Introduction. Socrates meets Euthyphro on the steps of the Stoa Basileios, the religious 
court of Athens, where both have business. They begin to engage in an enquiry of 
holiness or piety (τὸ ὅσιον, to hosion), since this relates to Euthyphro’s lawsuit (4e). 
 
Questions. 
1. What is the business that brings Socrates and Euthyphro to court? 
2. What is Euthyphro’s first definition of piety (5d ff.)? 
3. What is wrong with this definition (6d ff.)? 
4. What is Euthyphro’s second definition of holiness (7a ff.)? 
5.* Explain why Socrates uses the arithmetical and measurement examples when 

he examines Euthyphro’s second definition (7b ff.). 
6. What is the problem with Euthyphro’s second attempt (7d–8a)? 
7.* Euthyphro suggests an improvement of his second definition at 8b. What is 

this third definition, and do you find it plausible? 
8. Sketch the dilemma that Socrates introduces at 10a. 
 
Background. (a) Euthyphro mentions Socrates’s ‘divine sign’ (3b): the daimonion (τὸ 
δαιμόνιον). This is something like a ‘spiritual sign’ in other dialogues, e.g, Republic 
496c, where he calls it ‘his deity’. In the Apology 31d Socrates describes it as ‘a 
voice, and whenever it speaks it turns me away from something I am about to do, 
but it never turns me towards anything’. (b) When Socrates explores Euthyphro’s 
first attempt, he mentions a ‘special feature’ or a ‘single standard’ (6d). The greek 
words are ‘εἶδως’ (eidôs) and ‘ῖδέα’ (idea), which are central theoretical terms for 
Plato’s metaphysics and epistemology. Platonic ideas are also known as ‘Forms’. 
They are meant to explain qualitative sameness, i.e. why (numerically) different 
things share certain qualities, or are the same in some respect. So, e.g., two paintings 
are beautiful because they share the idea of Beauty. This is the point Socrates 
presses. At 11b, e.g., he invites Euthyphro (again) to explain what The Holy and 
The Unholy are (τί ἐστιν τό τε ὅσιον καὶ τὸ ἀνόσιον; ti estin to te hosion kai to 
anosion?). So, he asks about piety and holiness in general. More on ideas in the 
Phaedo (100b ff.). (c) The puzzle that Socrates introduces at 10a is now known as 
‘Euthyphro’s dilemma’, and used in other contexts (e.g., ‘good’ instead of ‘pious’). 

                                                
1 These are the Stephanus pages; The Last Days of Socrates, pp. 9–22. 


